
What are Commodity Codes?  
NIGP Commodity Codes, their ofýcial name, make up the numbering system commonly used by state and local 
governments to categorize the products and services they buy.  

Commodity codes are also used to tell eVA Buyers what you sell and to match you with bid opportunities. 

Commodity codes begin with a 
series of 3 digit main ñparentò class 
codes, each with a broad industry 
title. 

How are Commodity Codes Categorized?

Speciýc products/
services within the 
ñparentò class are 5 digit 
item codes that always 
begin with the parent 
code.

Tip:  Commodity Codes beginning with “9” 
describe services.  All others refer to products.
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Understanding Commodity Codes



Now that you understand how Commodity Codes are categorized, now itôs time to ýnd the right codes for your 
Vendor account. 

Use ‘NIGP Code Look-up’ Tool to Quickly Find the Right Codes

Found on the left side of the eVA Home Page, this tool will assist you with ýnding commodity codes that describe the 
goods and/or services you sell.  

Step 1: Donôt know your codes? Start 
by entering a keyword or words in the 
Search Description ýeld.  

This is a simple keyword search, 
which means your search will return 
commodity codes with your keyword or 
words in the description and only in the 
order the words were typed.       

Step 2: Look for the main ñparentò 
commodity code class that best 
describes what you sellé

For example, if you sell light ýxtures and 
you search on the word light, you might 
choose ñ28500 Electrical Equipment 
and Supplies,ò because within the NIGP 
Code structure, at this high level search, 
light ýxtures are considering electrical 
supplies.
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